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We read with interest the article “Mechanical 
ventilator as a shared resource for the Covid-19 pan-
demic” by doctor Gilberto Vázquez-de Anda et al.,1 
which we consider topical and relevant to current cir-
cumstances in this pandemic. In this article, the au-
thors conclude that, according to the principle of 
distributive justice that prevails in cases of pandemic, 
a mechanical ventilator can be considered a divisible 
resource and be shared by at least two patients at the 
same time.

Apart from the physiological and clinical consider-
ations that have already demonstrated that ventilating 
two patients with a single ventilator is feasible,2-4 we 
have the following comments:

Medicine, laws and social values ​​are not static and, 
therefore, reexamining the ethical principles of medi-
cine and their application in new or extraordinary cir-
cumstances (such as this pandemic) is a mandatory 
exercise for society, and in particular for doctors. We 
consider that doubts do not end here: When is it di-
visible and when not? What other previously consid-
ered indivisible procedures or equipment can be 
adapted to be shared between patients?

Knowledge, skills and attitudes that are of great value 
to society and that are expressed through professional-
ism are deposited in our profession. All this baggage 
should not be limited only to patient disease individually, 
but also reach society and its circumstances; in other 
words, patient-focused traditional medicine should be 
reconciled with public health, recognizing the true di-
mension of medical practice. It is essential to envision 
future scenarios with this focus and in these times of 
uncertainty or scarcity of resources. The work that mo-
tivated this letter is an example of how research impacts 
medical practice and ethics in extraordinary situations.
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